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This book is intended to be a companion to recent studies. It offers a va-
riety of points of view on ongoing research on the central Mediterranean 
area in the Late Antique and Medieval eras. The volume covers the time 
period from the fourth to the thirteenth centuries and contains contribu-
tions related to Greece, Corsica, Malta, and Sicily. The goal is to present 
different research approaches to issues such as urban change, settlement 
patterns, material culture, trade networks, and cross-cultural interactions 
across the post-Classic Mediterranean.
 The dynamics of the Mediterranean during the long period between 
Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages are very complex. To date, Mediter-
ranean archaeology has mainly been understood as the archaeology of the 
Protohistoric, Classic, and Roman periods. However, in recent decades 
there has been a push to include Late Antiquity, the Byzantine Age and 
the Early and Late Middle Ages. The archaeological approach to these 
periods has encompassed interdisciplinary approaches oriented toward 
a global vision of archaeology that goes beyond chronological and dis-
ciplinary barriers or boundaries. This broadening of the chronological 
horizon is fundamental for the conception of an archaeology that is no 
longer simply “Mediterranean” and no longer sees the Roman Imperial 
Age as an endpoint. It allows researchers to move toward an archaeology 
“of the Mediterranean” that can explore the region’s settlement patterns; 
cultural, economic and environmental changes; and dynamics according 
to increasingly layered, diachronic, and interdisciplinary perspectives.
 In the context of reflections on the long duration of Mediterranean 
archaeological contexts and in order to stimulate debate on post-Classic 
archaeology in the United States, the Archaeological Institute of America 
and the Society for Classical Studies hosted a discussion entitled “After-
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life of Ancient Urbanscapes and Rural Landscapes in the Post-Classical 
Mediterranean (A.D. 400–1300).” The goal was to compare and discuss 
the changes in the long-term dynamics of settlement, building technol-
ogy, economic development, land use, and natural resource exploitation 
across several chronological phases. The main issues addressed were the 
transition from ancient cities to Christian urbanscapes and the functional 
and ideological relationship of those settings with the past, the emergence 
of new settlement patterns and their relationship with ancient landscapes, 
and the formation of agrarian systems and socioeconomic trajectories.
 The debate and discussions that emerged from this gathering stimu-
lated the birth of this volume, which is a response to increased interest 
in the Late Antique, Byzantine, Islamic, and Medieval periods that were 
so crucial for the long-term archaeology of the Mediterranean. Although 
Late Antique and Medieval archaeology has become more established in 
Europe over the last fifty years (Chapelot 2010; Gilchrist and Reynolds 
2009; Gelichi 2014; Quirós Castillo 2018), the archaeology and history 
of Late Antiquity and the Medieval Mediterranean are new and growing 
fields of study and research in the United States. For example, a new inter-
est group of the Archaeological Institute of America was created around 
the theme of “Medieval and Post-Medieval Archaeology in Greece” and 
the University of California Press recently launched a journal titled Stud-
ies in Late Antiquity.1

 Even with those advances, there is still a delay in both university train-
ing programs and research agendas on Mediterranean archaeology in 
the United States, with some exceptions, including the established excel-
lence of institutions such as Dumbarton Oaks or the Certificate Gradu-
ate Program in Medieval Archaeology at the University of Florida, which 
has a strong focus on Byzantine archaeology. The Mediterranean and its 
archaeology still seem to be “victims” of a Classical-centric or Roman-
centric vision, even as the expansion of research around the world now 
includes spaces and periods that go far beyond generic concepts of “an-
tiquity” or simplistic scales of value in which the oldest is the most inter-
esting. The post-Classical Mediterranean (Wickham 2005) is an extraor-
dinary palimpsest of encounters, clashes, and hybridizations of cultures 
(Roman-Byzantines, Germanic peoples, Arabs), religions (Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam), and complex socioeconomic transitions (Gelichi and 
Olmo-Enciso 2019). These changes took place during the period from the 
fall of the Roman world-system (Christie 2011), through the formation 
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of so-called barbaric kingdoms (Curta 2010), to the Byzantine Empire 
(Crow 2008; Bintliff 2012) and the emergence of the Islamic emirates and 
caliphates (Walker, Insoll, and Fenwick 2020).
 This book offers a series of studies that focus on urban and rural dy-
namics and on different archaeological approaches to the cultural and 
economic changes that occurred in the Late Antique and Medieval Medi-
terranean. The book is divided into two macro-regional areas: Greece and 
the Central Mediterranean (Corsica, Sicily and Malta). In Part 1, which is 
focused on the archaeology of Greece, Natalia Poulou (chapter 1) explores 
the settlement patterns and trade network trajectories of the Aegean Is-
lands and Scott Gallimore (chapter 2) does the same for Crete. Amelia 
Brown (chapter 3) looks at urban transformations in Athens, Corinth, and 
Greece. Effie F. Athanassopoulos (chapter 4) analyzes landscape archaeol-
ogy in medieval Greece, and Grant Schrama (chapter 5) provides insights 
on cross-cultural interactions in medieval Greece. In Part 2, which fo-
cuses on early Christian archaeology and history, Philippe Pergola and 
Gabriele Castiglia (chapter 6) provide an overview of the evidence from 
Corsica and David Cardona (chapter 7) looks at burial customs in Malta. 
Matt King (chapter 8) analyzes the Islamic presence in Malta during the 
Early Middle Ages. New insights about the Sicilian countryside in the late 
antique, Byzantine, and Islamic periods is addressed on the following top-
ics: late antique villas (Rosa Lanteri, chapter 9) and its afterlife (Michael 
Decker, chapter 10), early medieval rural settlement (Castrorao Barba and 
colleagues, chapter 11), reuse of a prehistoric cemetery during Late Antiq-
uity (Tanasi, chapter 12), and medieval Rupestrian contexts (Cugno and 
Dell’Aquila, chapter 13).
 Archaeological research on the Byzantine islands is shedding new light 
on the era from the Justinian period (sixth century CE) to the Macedo-
nian dynasty (tenth century CE). This time period cannot be defined as a 
“dark age.” Instead, the evidence is providing a great deal of information 
that illuminates the gaps in our knowledge of the time between the Ro-
man world and the medieval Byzantine world. Natalia Poulou’s chapter 
offers an updated view of these centuries of transition by focusing on the 
major island groups of the Cyclades and the Dodecanese, Samos, Chios, 
Kythera, and Crete. The first part of the book is dedicated to the transfor-
mations of the urban and coastal settlements, especially the fortification 
system, including the fortresses of Apalirou in Naxos, the fortresses of Ios, 
Mount Lazaros in Samos, and the fortified enclosure on the north side 
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of the city of Rhodes. Scott Gallimore also analyzes the role of fortifica-
tions in western (Kydonia and Eleutherna) and central Crete (Heraklion, 
Gortyn, Matala, Syia, Lyttos, and Veni Korphi) in the seventh and eighth 
centuries.
 Another element that distinguishes the islands during this period of 
transition is the presence of Christian basilicas, as in the cases of Perissa 
(on the island of Santorini), in the ancient city of Kythnos, and on the islet 
of Pseira (off Crete). Likewise, in the Mediterranean between Late Antiq-
uity and the Early Middle Ages (Dey 2014; Zavagno 2021), even the cities 
of the Aegean Islands were sites of both continuity and transformation. 
In the early Byzantine period, artisans helped build Christian complexes 
in Kos from the fifth century, and in Gortyn, former private and public 
spaces were subdivided and workshops were installed, as David Gallimore 
notes.
 Amelia Brown’s reexamination of Greek cities (i.e., Athens and Corinth) 
during Late Antiquity emphasizes religious, imperial, and civic authori-
ties as driving forces of change and the creation of new urbanscapes. The 
radical impact of the new religion of Christianity brought about profound 
changes in Athens. Brown examines how the temple of Asclepius was 
transformed for Christian liturgical use in the fifth century AD, as was the 
Parthenon and the Erechtheion on the Acropolis and the Hephaisteion in 
the ancient Agora during the period from the later fifth or sixth centuries 
into the Middle Ages (Brown, this volume). As Brown notes, the reuse of 
the classical city was not only linked to religious transformations but was 
also involved the construction of new fortifications and buildings “from 
spolia of Classical structures.”
 The data on commercial networks and ceramics have shown the great 
vitality of connections associated with the emergence of numerous small 
workshops for the production of Byzantine Globular Amphorae in vari-
ous sites on Crete and the Aegean Islands (Zoodochos Pighi cove in Paros; 
Mastichari and Kardamaina in Kos) (Poulou, this volume; Gallimore, 
this volume). These vessels represent an almost standardized “Byzantine 
koine” in transport containers (Arthur 2018). In addition, the role of the 
Byzantine state and of economic and political contacts and interests be-
tween the islands and the central authorities from the seventh through the 
ninth centuries is evidenced by the discovery of lead seals (for example in 
Vathy [Samos], Melos, Kythera, and Crete). In particular, the seals of the 
kommerkiarioi and the architectural evidence of warehouse kommerki-
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arioi indicate that “a well-organized system under state control for the 
collection and redistribution of agricultural produce existed during the 
seventh century” (Poulou, this volume). Also, the continuity in amphora 
production through the BGA tradition in Crete, for example, is an indica-
tor for reevaluating rural settlement patterns and agricultural production 
associated with economic vitality and trade routes between the Byzan-
tine and Arab worlds during eighth to tenth centuries (Gallimore, this 
volume).
 There is growing interest in the medieval period that followed the Byz-
antine (twelfth to thirteenth centuries) thanks to the data on pottery and 
settlements identified by survey projects in Boeotia and Laconia and in 
particular in the Nemea Valley Archaeological Project (Athanassopoulos, 
this volume). In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the number of settle-
ments increased, agricultural production intensified, and the production 
of ceramics proliferated in the rural landscape. Analysis of landscape 
archaeology has made it possible to propose new visions of the “cata-
strophic” impact of the Franks and the Fourth Crusade that began in the 
thirteenth century by proposing new patterns of complexity such as a shift 
to nucleated and fortified settlements that was probably also “conditioned 
by local circumstances” (Athanassopoulos, this volume).
 Our new understanding of how a colonial landscape formed in Greece 
after Latin-speaking forces conquered Constantinople in 1204 by is a key 
example of how innovative archaeology has increased our knowledge of 
the impact of incomers and a new political regime (independent feudal 
states) linked to cross-cultural interactions and hybridization between the 
new settlers from Latin Europe and local Byzantine communities (Sch-
rama, this volume).
 Philippe Pergola and Gabriele Castiglia (chapter 6) address the role of 
Christian topography in the transition to Late Antique urbanscapes and 
landscape in Corsica. The detailed framework that is emerging from the 
epistolary corpus of Pope Gregory the Great (590–604 CE) has been en-
riched and reanalyzed through new archaeological data. The city of Mari-
ana in the northern part of the island provides evidence that profound 
changes began in the sixth century, when an episcopal complex was built. 
Pergola and Castiglia describe how churches with baptisteries were built in 
secondary settlements such as Aiacium (Ajaccio) and in a rural site, such 
as the Roman villa of Propriano (in southern Corsica), which was reused 
to build an early Christian church during the sixth century (chapter 6).



6 Angelo Castrorao Barba, Davide Tanasi, and Roberto Miccichè

 In chapter 7, David Cardona analyzes the hypogeal funerary complexes 
of Malta as evidence of the spread of Christian communities and the im-
pact of the power of the ecclesiastical authority in the Mediterranean is-
lands. A recent radiocarbon dating of a skeleton from Hypogeum 8 at the 
St. Paul’s Catacombs has yielded a date in the mid-sixth to mid-seventh 
century. Its use in the Byzantine era is also confirmed by ceramic finds 
from the late seventh or early eighth century in St. Augustine’s catacombs, 
and archaeological evidence suggests that this cemetery was used until the 
arrival of the Muslims in the ninth century. Matt King (chapter 8) explores 
the history of Malta in the Islamic period, starting from CE 869, noting 
that it is still full of unresolved questions. The integration of historical and 
archaeological sources reveals that the belief that population of the island 
was low in the Byzantine period is a misconception and that instead there 
was a shift of Islamic settlements inland to hilltop sites such as Ta’ Ċieda 
and Tas-Silġ as Byzantine coastal settlements were abandoned. King also 
examines extraordinary evidence of the presence of Islamic communities 
in Malta from the time just before the Norman “reconquest” in the late 
eleventh century until the mid-thirteenth century in the form of the little-
known archaeological and epigraphic evidence of the Muslim cemetery 
located outside of the city of Rabat.
 Sicily is a palimpsest for the complex transitions between the Late An-
tique, Byzantine, and Islamic worlds. The spread of rich residential villas 
(Marzano and Métraux 2018) was a global phenomenon that affected the 
Late Antique Mediterranean countryside. Especially in the fourth cen-
tury, such structures were symbols of the status of the influential families 
of the senatorial elite (Chavarria, Arce, and Brogiolo 2006). Members of 
the aristocracy built numerous villae on the island, often of very high 
quality, as Rosa Lanteri (chapter 9) shows in her analysis of documents 
about the territory of Syracuse and Michael J. Decker (chapter 10) shows 
in his exploration of the renowned site of the Villa del Casale in Piazza 
Armerina. Lanteri’s overview of the sites of the province of Syracuse 
shows that villas along the coast were used as residence sand those lo-
cated in the hinterland were connected with productive activities and the 
management of latifundia. Lanteri’s analysis is based on new evidence that 
emerged from the excavation of the Villa del Casale in Piazza Armerina 
(Pensabene and Barresi 2019). In chapter 10, Michael J. Decker describes 
a complex sequence of occupation in the Byzantine, Islamic, and Nor-
man periods. In the context of the theme of the end of Roman villas and 


